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of Italy visited Paris, and when, later, M. Lou-
bet went to Rome. This was the time which
Pius X chose to send a letter of protest. The
attitude of French Catholics had forced Italy
into the Triple Alliance, to the detriment, many
Italians believed, of their own country. Rome,
the unendurable storm centre of the political life
of France at home, was also a force of disturb-
ance abroad.

Close upon this a new incident was to have
more serious consequences.    The hostility of the
bishops against the government was not without
exceptions.   Several of the eighty-four prelates of
the country, who had refused to join the others
in their loud protests against the secularising
tendencies of the government, created a great
commotion.   Their moderation seemed to cast
reflection upon the course of their peers.   This
rendered the former popular with the Republi-
cans, while it had the contrary effect upon the
clericals.  The whole body of Ultramontanes was
against them.    In two dioceses a regular boycott
was organised against the bishops.   Their an-
tagonists did not shrink from making, right or
wrong, the most serious charges against them in
Rome.   They were summoned thither to justify
themselves; but when they failed to go, threaten-
ing letters were sent and a virtual deposition of